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ganda interfered with especially in Prussia. While the propagan-
dists freely sided with the "Marxists/5 the party dignifiedly
associated itself with the Right opposition in regretting that the
President should have so far departed from his constitutional
non-party position as to sign unconstitutional decrees. Meantime,
despite their antagonism in the constituencies the Right parties,
thanks to the paymaster peacemakers^ had begun to come together
again. In Prussia, where the parliament, still dominated by the
Weimar coalition, had steadfastly refused to dissolve, the fight
particularly bitter, and in February 1931 the National Socialists
demanded recourse to the initiative on a dissolution motion. The
Nationalists at once supported them and the combined parties
had an easy victory at the polls. In April the subsequent motion
was duly rejected by parliament and went to a referendum where
it was lost, but the opposition had collected 37 per cent of the
votes; the Prussian coalition had no particular reason to feel easy
about its victory. The fight brought the two party leaderships closer
and as the political situation worsened consultations multiplied.
The resignation of Curtius on October 3 made the opposition
feel that its time was nearing, but it was speedily undeceived.
Bruening had retained the unfortunate tool of Foreign Office
cleverness only so long as would enable him to show the critics
that he was master of the situation and that it took more than
one mistake to bring down the cabinet. But he realized, and
Curtius could not but agree with him, that the latter's position
was untenable. Of all the parties his own, the Populists, had taken
the Austrian failure most hardly and their support of the govern-
ment was considerably in doubt. Curtius therefore was allowed
to resign to give the chancellor freedom to "broaden the basis"
of his cabinet, and two days later the chancellor having tendered
a formal resignation of the cabinet to the President was com-
missioned to do so. There were really no negotiations. To such
a pass was Germany reduced that there was no one to whom
the Foreign Office could be entrusted, and the chancellor, com-
mitting the same fault—politicians never seem to have the faculty
granted to the wise of learning from other people's experience;
they have all the scientist's wasteful lust for personal experiment

